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The Lordis with you while yee bee with him, aud if yet 
Seeke bin hee wjll be found of you : but if yee for/ake 
bim, he will forſake you. 


«><@ lis portion of Scripture is a part of Bee! 
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We 
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body of the Kingdome of Indah ; ting fer 
x<DIBP 1nd afitrer Idoe norknowin all the \,77* fe: 
ME Bible cobee preached upon the like :;. 7... 
Repreſentative body of a Chriſtian | 
State ; eſpecially upon a day when 
they are drewing #ightoGod. Themcre inexcaſabie 
ſhoald I be-: in advencuring ro ſhew my weakenefle at 
this tne, in this place, were L nor able to call the — 
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'-17649-. High io wicnefie ,- that nothing but conſcieace of my 
52*__..-dfry kept me( with Femcb.) from running away from 

Amcs 7. the Lords work. But Amos theheard/aran mult prophe 
14 1," fie atthe Kings Chappel when God'commands him; 
The ſpeciall end of your meeting this day, istO'ofi 
fli your ſouls before God,that ſo with Ezreyou might 
- ſeeke aright way for your ſelves , and rhe weighty af- 
fatres of his Majeſty, and the whole Srare : and the 
ſpecial efrand I havetodeliver from the Lord, is to 
Ve: 22, Mpre you ofthe fame truth, alchongh inother words, 
which Zzra told the Perſian Emperour, that the hand 

of God is npon them por good that (eek him,but his power 

and wrath againſt all them that forſake him, viz. That 

G od wil be with you, while you be with hin, 
2-The Whichtextthat you may the better underſtand, give 


Kate of 


'he Tewic, INE leave tO carry youa little back, 8 give you a plain 


Erx, $, 2+ 


Church, view of the ftate ofthe Church of 7 dah at that cime, _ 


wow ug  Inthe dayes of Rehoboamthere had been an horri« 
the Tex, Dleapoltaſie from the purity of Gods worſhip ; Reli- 
gion was very mychcorrupred , mt the forces of the 
Kingdoin were exceedingly weaknatiand in'4b; pubs 
rime things grew worſe 8& woMe. But iow when! Af; 


(being a godly man)came to the Crown, he begins at. 


therightend, and makes it his firſt workezo ſer-upet: 


. reformation of Rel; $/0n, rAring away the Altart of the” 
tt I19ages,) 


ſtrange Gods &*the bigh places brake 


ent downe the Groves, commanded.) 


to [cthe the 


Cinsp, 14: Lord Godof their Fathers , and to doe the Law ang the 


"+314 Commundements, caſting out wharſceverwas a ſtench 
inthe Lords noſtrills,and he groſpered in'whatſveyer 
he pthishandunto, III. 
This done , he then calls all hjs Nobles, and Prin- 
<e9, arid Elders cogether, and teNls them that chey had 
| fought 
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ſought the Lordin warters of Religion, and God had introde-. 


beene found vfrhem , and that they now ſhould goe ©*" 
and forrifie the Kingdome; ard ſo they did in all the,,,__ 
Cities and proſpered. . But in the midſt of this worke 
comes ont Zerahthe Cylhite, the Ethiopian, (or rather 
the Arabian, E thiogialying beyoud Egypt )with an ar- 
my of a _— theuſand,and three bundred Chariots, 
(ic may be the greareſt Army that ever you read of in 
any ftory) with theſe he breakes i ſuddenly upon 4/2. 
But he humbles himſelfe before God, berakes himielf 
to prayer, tells the Lord that it was a// one with him to 
help by many or few, Andin the Lords name hee went 
out ro encounter with that huge Army; over which 
the Lord gave hima glorious victory, and the:ſpoyle 
of the enemies Countrey to boor. 

Now as they were comming backe to Hier»ſalem, ;The wo: 
the Lotd calls out 4zarish theſonne of Oded, to make hircnce | 
the gratulatory oration for their ſafe return andcon. j, 1 
queſt,in theſe words that Ihave read, andſoforward * 
to verſe the eighth;andſo lam comeromy Text. 

In which (that I may make as briefe a way as I can 
poſſible to the matter that I ſhall inſiſt upon ) two 
things are to beuntolded. 

Firſt, the ſcope and intent of the Propher,and thar 
is laid downe in the latterend of his ſpeech, Be ftrong Veit 5; 
therefore, and let not your hands be weake : that is, goe 
on with the good work of Retormation of Religion, 
wherewith you were im hand before the enemy inter- 
rupted you. 

Secondly, the arguments whereby this is preſſed, & 
they are two, 

The firſt is raken from their ow# preſent happineſſe, 
who were in Guds wayes : The Lord 3s with zou while 
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IntrodatH= yee gre with him, and ifyee ſeeke him,be will be found of 
UW ——— yor : but if yee forſake him he will forſake you. 

The ſecond 15 taken from the miſery ofthe ten Tribes 
who were out of Gods way , concerning whom hee 
ſpeakes t 5 this effet,that for along time Iſrael (that is, 
the ten Tribes) had bin without God,and without atea« 
ching Prieſt, and without Law : and as they had caſt off 
God,ſo Gad had caſt off themzhowbeir,if they would 
have ſeughtroGed, and turned tohim, God would 
havebin found of them:bue they going on in the way 
of defperate Apoſtacy, the Lord vexed them every, 
where,inthe Ciey,in the Country,in cne Family,every 
wher God was too ſtrong for them, (as certainly God 
will make- every one ro know that hee hath a hard 
match to encounter with,thar dares to beare Arms a- 
gainſt the Lord. And ſo from their «vj/ery he prefferh 
Aja and his people to goe on intheright courſe ,-rto 
prevent the like for comming upon themſelves, 

This ſecond argnment of the Adiſery of the tenne 
Tribes belongsnct co my worke. 

I betake my ſelfe-thereforerothe other, wherein I 

a fill ſpend theallorted time for this exerciſe, namely, 
on, T DE preſent happineſſe of the Church of the Fews that 
| were.in Gods way:in which obſerve theſe two things. 

Firſt, what the happineſſe was that they enjoyed, in 
theſe words, The Lord7s with you. 

Secondly, tte Condition upon which they enjoyed 
this bappineſſe, or the termes upon which they held 
it;and that is, 

Firft more generally propounded; The Lordi: with - 

Jon, while yon are with him. 

Seconcly, more particularly and exegetically ex- 
pounged inthe nex; words, 1f yee [ceke bw , hewill 

| | bes. 
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be found of you;but if yee forſake him, be will forſake yOu. The Chur. 

I begin wich the firſt of chem, The preſent happineſſe ***75*2\. 
of the Church of the Jews, Tehovah is with you. Where - 
there 1s bur one queſtion to be anſwered tor the clee- pore. v4. 
ring of the Doctrine, that I ſhall a while iofiſt apon,& 7% /pp:- 
that is, what preſence of God is here intendedby the Pro- 5: —_ 
phet ? Jehovah is every where ; Whither ſhall 1 goe from. PC.l. 1 39% 
thy preſence? Nay, he is not onely preſent every where, 7 **: 
bur he manifeſts his preſenceevery where,evc ry herbe 
ſhewes it,all the Creatures ſpeake Godin them. Nor 
onely ſo,but oft times che manifeſtation of Gods pre- 
ſence is the torture and miſery of the people ro whom 
he is preſent. In 7/a 33.14.when God ſends them word 
that he would come amog them, preſently it follows, 
T he ſnner s in Zion are afraid,fearfulnes hath ſurprized 
the Hypocrite, who among us foall dwell with deveuring 
fire? who among us ſhal dwel with everlaſting burnings? 
And in Ier,4.23. The Propaet beheld the earth, andloe 
it was without forme, and voyd;the mountaines, and loe 
they trembled, the nations, and they were waſted to no- 
thing : what was the reaſon? becauſe of the preſence of 
the Lord. What preſence then is here intended ? 

For that, through Gods providence, the mornings 
worke hath ſaved me part of my labour, For inefk& 
the preſence intended in this Texr is Gods preſencein 
the Covenant of grace, in which he is ſojoyned with a 
people, that they alſo are joyned unto him.God to be ter. $0. 5 
Joyned with a people,and co be in Covenant with them 111, ©. 3. 
in the $cripcure-phraſe is all one, Sothat the Leſſon cg. ;.. 
which itaffords us 1s this, 

Thepreſence of God in bis Covenant of grace with any 

people.zs the greateſt glory,andbappineſſe that they. 
£48 enjoy, 
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thou art ? all theirneighbours ould 


The Prophet here encouraging them ro go on and 
to feare nothing, uſech onely this ſenrence, that God 
wiilbe with them : As if he had aid, you ſhall have al 
the happineſſe that you can wiſh, God wil be with you. 

In proſecuting this poiat, I ſhall endeavour wwo 
things. 

Fifi , to demonſtrate the erueth of it ont of the 
$cripture. - | 

cecondly, to make a briefe application of it; 

For the firſt, ſee how cleare itisin the Scriptures, in 
Dent. 4. 7, 8. Moſes (peakes of the 1/raelites ater this 
manner : What Nation( in all the world is ſo great as 

ay, ſurely this 
is a great people, a wiſe, a happy people : I pray you 
what was their congirion when Moſes thus magni 
them? there were 600020.men of them ina deſolate, 
barren,howling wildernefle: There wasnotoge houſe 
for aman to hidehis head ; but only floating Tents, 
ſome covered with cloathes , ſome with boughes - 
Noland that either they could ſow , or plough, or 
reap:No trading;hardly a man that.had two ſuites to 
his backe, (bur as ſome thinke) as their bodies grew, 
cheir cloaths grew :as their feete grew, their ſhooey 
grew : wherein then was their happineſſe? Mark what 
Moſes faith, verſ. 7, What Nation is there (0 great, who 
hath G = h' unto them as the Lordowr God is.in al 
things, &c ? There was their happineſſe, that 7ehowah 
was #igh them, and marched up anddowne before 
them.So you ſhall ſeein Exed,43. the Lord was offen« 
ded with the people for making of the golden Galf;In 
the beginning of the Ghp;he fpeaks afcer this raauner 
ro Moſes. Take this people, and carry ther to the Land 
that 1 have promiſed to grve them : It isaLand flowing 
with 


— 65 . 
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with Ailke and Honey, Twill ſend my Angelt before The Chur- 
you, Heſhall drive out all the Nations , and plant you = b-4 x 
in that goodly Conntrey : onely 3 myſelfe will not go8 © © 
with them , torl ſhall bee fo farre provoked by their 
ſianes , that I all fall upon thewſuddenly , and con- 
fume them. But my Angell (hall not leave them ill 
they bee ſetled in that good Land. One would have 
thought that this had beenanexcellent ofter , chou- 
ſands wou'd haveeſteemed it a glorious thing to have 
an cAngel of Gon to goe and plant them in the 
goodlielt Connrtrey that was under the cope of hea- 
ven. But, marke how. CAſoſes takes ir, O Lord, 
rather kill usall inthe Wildernefſe, lecas never ſtirre 
afoote, itthy preſence goenoc with us. I pray thee, 
if I have fonnd favour with thee, goe with us thy 
ſelfe : wcl, ſaith God, my preſence ſhall goe. Moy- 
ſes preſiech againe, ler ir bee that ornothing r+ For 
wherein elſe (ball it bee knowne te the world, \' that Fad 
thy people have found grace in thy ſight ? Trit not in 
that thougoeft with ns f So ſhall webe ſepirated, I and 
thy peaple from all the people that. are npon the face of the 
Earth... This.is'the fammeof char Chapter, Againe 
you ſhall;fmde in-Fſalme 45: and?/alme 43. David 
fizxangely magnifies, Hiera/alem above. all the Ci- 
ties i the world ; Excellent are the ſtrains of 
Rhetoricke flpwing from rhe Spirir of God in ſerting 
forth the glory of that City, which in a word was 
ſuch, as AU Kings of ihe Earih ſhould come and looke 
on, and ſtand amazedat it, Withour queſtion, Baby- 
lon, or Nineveh excelled Hieruſalem in Davids time 
for outward glory.,as farre as the Ciry of London doth 
one of 03r meane Cunnrrey-Townes, What was the 
glory of Hiern/alem then ? You hall zeade in thoſe 
| Pſalmes 
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Pſalmes,God was with him, God is in the midſt of her : 
God is knowne in her Palaces, And every where this is 
the thing he cries up : it was aglorious place, becauſe 
Tehovah was there. 

Andin ?/alwe 144- The Pen-man of ic ſo farre ex- 

rols even the common mercies that GO D oft times 
beſiowes upon a People , that they then become 
Bleſſed. When their ſonnes grow up as plantr,and their 
Danghters ar the corners of the Temple , poliſhed after 
the manner of a Palace 4 their Garners affording all 
ſtore, their Oxenſtrong to labour ; that there is no 
breaking in , and carrying into Captivity. Bleſſed, 
faith hee, are the people that are in ſucha caſe. But 
marke how hee gives a daſh toall hee had {Lid, in 
compariſon of that hee had to ſay of the bleſſidneiſe 
of Gods people, Tea, rather happy are the people whoſe 
God is the Lord. You ſhall fee alſo inthelatter end 
of Ezechiel, Chapter 40. and in Revelation 21, ſach 
an hyperbohicall deſcription of a moſt glorious Ci- 
ty,the new Hiernſalem, as never had parallel, And 
what 1s the glory of that City ? Read but the laſt: 
words in the Propheſie of Ezechie!, The name of that 
City from that day fbal bee THE LORD IS 
THERE, As if hee had ſaid , would you have an 
abridgement of all the exceHfencies of this Cirie 
and Temple ? Thisisit, Tehowah is there. And in 
Revelation 21. The Lord God Almighty and the Lamb 
are there. 

Oa the other {ide you ſhall ſee ir as plaine, 'when 
the Lord chrearnerh che greateſt plague and curſe thar 
can betide a Nation, he never mentions uwther, above 
this, thar Hee wil! depart from theme t as if hee had 
mcant to ſtrike them dead ai a blow , by ſaying , Hee - 

will 
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will leave them, Thit place in Hoſes Chaprer 9, t 1, The Chur- 
is very remarkable: As for Ephraim (that is, che jeep” 
Children of /ſrael, rhe ten Tribes) his glory ſhall flee _______ 
awayas abird, that is, ſuddenly, ſwiftly, irrecove- 
rably, keſhall be utterably undone, Whar ts the mar- 
ters The next vcile tclls you, Woe unto them whey 1 
depart from them. It God goe, woe comes ; all goes, 
if God goe. Iris a knowne tory in the 1 Samwel 4. 
that whenthe Arke ( that was called the Glory of God) 
the viſible token of Gous preſence in the Covenant 
of Grace, wis tak.n Captive by the Phyliſtrnes ; as 
Phineas his Wite bowed her ({clfe and travelled . and 
thoughthey a'irer told her that a Man-child was borne, 
ſhe regarded it not, but called his name 1chabod, ſay» 
ing Theglory is gone; becauſe then Gods preſence de. 
parted from them. 

Whatnecde I ſay any mores The worke of the 1n- 
carnation of the Sonne of God, and the Redemption of 
the World by him, was ſuch, that one maine end 
of making this good!y frame of Heaven and Earth 
was, that it mizhr be the ſtage upon which thac Work 
ſhould bee acted. A worke wherein not onely all 
mans happineſſe lies, and whence it flowes z but 

\ whereinall Gods Attributes are glorified othe high- 
eſt; and for which the Church Triumphaat ſhall 
thinke Erernity ſhort enough to praiſe God. Of this 
worke(I ſay) the ſumme is givenin one word, [7ma- 
nuel God is with us. 

And plaine Reaſows may demonſtrate that it muſt , py ex- 
needs be ſo, What is g/ory, but the ſhining out of (on. 
excellencie*? What is bappineſſe, but the fruition of 
the greateſt good? Now there is no excellencie that 


(bines out in any thing, like to that which beames 
C our. 
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The Chu Out from God in the Covenant of grace to his people, 

ches hap- There is no good that any peopl: can enjoy like the 

pineſſe» fruition of God in that Covenanr, Ic is true, God ma- 
nifeſts himſeclic to all the Nations in the Wotld { iz 
him they live, and move, and have thcir being : ( yctic 
is aS in a darke Cloud, they grope after him, and cn. 
nor fecle tin 3 but in the Covenant of grace men he- 

2 Cor.3. hold him with opt face, [ike tlie Sunne ſhining 18 his 
ſtrengrh, 25 though a Mirrour : SUCH a Mirrour as the 
Prince of 0razze nad, that would ſhew the ſunncin 
his ful' bigneſſe and beauty. Tous God ſhines inthe 
Coveaant of Gracc. 

The Prince is virtually preſcnr in all places of his 
Kingdome, bur his Cort is his Glory: So where God 
isin his Covenant, there Heavey is : therefore this is 
uſually in the Scripruce phraiſe called che Kim7dome 
of Heaven. 

But if yet more particularly you require, wha: 

Gods preſence in his Covenant implyes: As he,who be- 

ing askt what God was,required hrſt a day,then two, 

then three , alledging,rhar the more he ſtudies ir,the 

leſſe able hce found himſelferoanſwerir. So the 

more thinke of this, the moreunablelI ſee my ſelfe 

ro makea fatisfatory anſwer : what I can, take thus; 

To the Nation of the Jewes it implyed ſomething 

which concernes not us, but myſtically or anilogt- 

cally: As to have the Arke , Yrim and Thummin : To 

The Cbnr- have God toreveale himſelte in Yiſjons and Dreames: 

«ber "3P- To anſwer by Thunder, &c. which my hiſt allowes 

ther ex- Menort leiſure to explaine.But torhem,and to al other 

_” people Gods preſence in the Covenant of grace implyes 
« Of Gods thele three things. 

owning Firſtzthe owning and acknowledging of them _ 

c 
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be his owne [cparated people, knit rg him in a-league TheChur- 
of love: he istheir God, they archis people ;the ey have pur” 
a propricty in Gol, 6 God hath a propriety i in them, 
{0 char they way {.y of Him,Thi God & our God 3and 
Godotthem jThis people {s my people. Now this is the 
orcateſt happincile,nothing can exceed it:Te hath been 
often queſtioned, what was the orcarelt favour that 
ever Almighty God vid for man £ Sowe prefirre 
Creation Whcrcin Man recoived his being, and excel- 
I:13r endowments : Some Redemption, vri:crein man is 
recover:d ro alzetter and ſurcreftate chan he enjoyed 
19 Creat. oz : but ot queittonto bee 4 Tedidiah, belo- 
ved of God, to be nereto God as his children,as his 
Spouſe; is the comprehenſion of ail thatcan beeſaid 
or thought of the happinetic ofthe people, And it you 
looke into the SCriPturcs, you ſhal (cc that Goods love 
to his peculiar people, is fuch a love as carrics with it 
all rclarions: Ir is the love of a Father to his children, 
I'#ill bee you Father, and you ſhall be my Sonacs , and 
Danzhiers, faith the Lord Almighty, Ie 1sthe Jove chat 
2 man bearcs to the Wite of his boſome : I will mar- ag + 
ry theeto mein r.ghteouſneſſe, and truth aud mercy. Itis 
the love of afr ends lhave called you my friends : And Joh.14, 
£Ebraham, tire Fa: her of all thatare In Covenin?, hee 
was ſtiled, The friend of Go: 4 

And from this intereſt in God flow innumerable 
priviledges,tor bcing thus beloved of God, Ge preci- 
ous to him, it followes that they are acceptcd in their 
ſervices, that all thcir ſinnes arc pardoned, and that 
they have liberty to aske any thing thar is good for 
them. When Solomon was b:loved of God, 2 King. 
3-5. God bids him, Aske what I ſhall doe for thee ir t Joh.5. 
15 but aske and have. Azud this is the confidence that 14. 

C 2 we 


{* . 
2 COTS. 


4 IZ ' 4A Sermon Preached at a Faſt 


The Chur- we havein him, that if wee aske any thing according to 
eſe " his will, he heareth us, They have frienſhip with all 
pe. his friends : In Zach. 8. 23, Ten men ſhall lay hold upon 
the skirt of one that is a Few, of whom they be able to 
ſay,We have heard that God is with you. Indeed, to 
have God thus making himſelfe over to a people, 
to bethcir portion,to love them, and to own them, 
is not only an heaven upon earth,but the very hea- 
ven of heavens, | 
,0fGods Secondly, Gods pre/encewith 2 people in his Co- 
alſiting venant,implyes Gods aſ;5#/27 th:m, & proſpering 
= any all the works they put their hands um 0, This is the 
them. Ordinary expreſſion of tne Scripture : Every thing 
Chr. 3+, Proſpers, where God is, Tris laid of David, whither- 
9. ſoever (Saul) ſent him, he proſpered : for God was with 
Geaos. him, Every houſe where Foſeph came proſpered, for 
God was wich him, [all undertakings, in all Coun- 
ſcls for wats, for peacc, for trade, gc. Gods aide 
lob 22.28 and aſſiſtance comes in, If they decree a thing, God 
_ 16.3. will eſtabliſh it. It they commit their worke to him, the 
I.26,12, Very thoughts of their hearts ſhall be eſtabliſhed ; What- 
ſoever they doe, God mill make it to proſper. Thou © 
Lord, workeſt all our workes for us, 
Wheras now 1f God beabſenr, all mens endeavors 
are to no purpole inany kind. Except the Lord build 
Plal, 127+ the honſe, they labour but in vaine that build it. It 15 to 
no purpole roplough that field that God will have 
lye fallow. Ye carne much faith God, but it comes 
to nothing, ye ſow much & bring in little, ye cat & 
14 1.6., Davc notenough, yedrink & arenotfilled ; he that 
” * earneth wages,putsit intoa battomles purſe, What 
was the reaſon 2 the Lord blaſted all. And it muſt 
needs be ſo,all the ſecond cauſes work only by ver- 
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rue of the fi: ſt, thegreat wheelecarries onal the other. The Cour- 
A notable cxample of this,that Gods preſence is mans ,jun.. 
proſperity, we have in Haz. 2. where when God hid 
told them that the reaſon of al their ill ſuccefſe intheir 
enterprizes came trom Gods withſtanding from them 
for their unfar hfull walking with him in the matter 
of rebuilding his houſe, & that thereupon the peop!e 
were ſtirred up toconfider their wales, and to build 
Gods Temple, the Lord re:ls ec MM, V!/ Z.18. nat thou: oh 
ene ir ſeed w3s !! ot yet 1nthewr B rnvs, Nor at! :by f their 
trees had brought forth their burtheng and io for 
ought they could fee, they were like tohave as hard a 
care a$ before: yer now, fait! ith? Lord, from this day 1 
vill bleſſe you. Now you ſhil havea crop, that there ſhal 
not be ro0ome enough to receive it: for il they would 
build his Temple, hewould come and awell with them, 
Thirdly,Gods preſence inhis CONTI, os 
protecFion, and defence of th ar peopie eowunſtall on « p rote Fin 
mies. Ir is {ai3 © Toſep ph, he wenr into eZgyprhe was 7% deiene 
ſold for a ſlave : but fait h the Texr, God was w:th him, ding T 
A him out of his afli&ons : None could / 
nurtoim , while God was with him. Aboundance 
en Scripturcs ſpeakes this truth, Obſrrye 
twoor thee compariſons which the Holy Ghoſt fre- 
quently uſcth, in 1ſay 4. the latter end, the Lord 
ſprarcy thus of the Churches of rhe Geztzles, thar he 
would c7 ——_ Aſſemblies ( upon all th enla a. 
ces where rhe people ſhould afſemblcto ſerve kim } 
pillar of a C: 'Oud , and a fire to keepe them f{af- rhe 
and night: for upon all the glory. ſhall bee 4 defence. 
Make, Gods preſence in his Ordinanccs is their 
Glory, and upon all the Glory God would Cre- 


ate a defence, Hee compareth Himſclfe to a Gen. - 
C 3 ſhield, 


LE: 


A Sermon Preached at a Faſt 


—— — 


The Chur- Shield, 1am thy ſhield. Now the naturc ©t + Shield is 


ihes b þ - 
pinedle. 


———— — 


totake all che blowes, that the body cannot be hure, 
till the Shicld be pierced through, I: 4. 2.5, God 
{aich he will be a wall of fire round 4 on; (hem + allude 
ivg to the cuſtomes of Travellers ia wAtte wildernc(s 
ſes, who uſed ro male fires ron about them in the 
night, and then none of che wild ©. atts Vurlt come 
neere them ; ſuch a &ctence 1s Gy! coils prople: And 
he often ſaith, he bearcs rhem por *12es wines, Some 
obſerve, that otherbirds carry 4.cu yo.1:v ones in 
their clawes, (and tnen the youti-g ones iwuay be killed, 
and thc old one vor hurt ) but the Eagic carries her 
young upon ter backe, upon her wigs, and {o they 
cannot be kurt till ſhe be ſhot through. Exccilent is 
that expreſſion in 7ſay the 46, where God comparing 
himfcite wich the Idols of the Heathens, {peakes tv 
this Pu} pole, I heir Idols muſt be berie: bur God bcarcs 
his pcople : They mult be ſet in tberr place, and bee 
kept leaſt thry 5c ſtolne or broken: they muſt defend 
theirgods, but 7ehovah defends his people: ln many 
places Godcalies himſelf ihe Watchman of his peo- 
p!c, the Leader of them,the defender of them: all fig- 
nifyi”g thus much, thar the fatety and defence of h1s 
pcopl- reſts upon his preſence wiriz then: | 
Some where I have read a Dialogue berwixt a Icw 
and a Heathen: altor the ewes returned from the Cap. 


tivity, all the Notions round about them (being coc- 
mics to them) a Pagan asked 2 7ew how they could 


have any hope of ſafety: becauſe (faith he) every one 
of ti Tis as one filly ſheep compaſſed abour with fifty 


Wolves. I, but ſaith the 7ew, wee are kept by a ſhep- 
heard that can kill theſe fifry Wolves when hee plea- _ 


{cth, This God, where cver he comes,is the protz&or 
of 
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of his peo} ez whoif hee | {pcakes bur the word, all The (5s 


hes hae 


the enemies of his people are conſumed and bro: Sh  _ 


— 
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to nothing. And this is the ſummec of all Zalzam 
anſwer to Balarxc,Numb.23. and 24 bhutne wer FOrce 
nor fraud coud hurt rhe people of Fſract nhile God 
was With (10m, 
Og the oric: {1iv, if God Irave a people, a 

ſtrength is gone, us Sampſon was when luis Lockes 

WCC Cut off. Anorbleinſtance of this you {hill and 

in Jer. 3 37+ God was then withdrawing from his peo- 

ple, toOxe awa y the ignesof nis preſence, and rold 

them they ſhouid bee delivered vp into the hands of 

thc Caldeens:they though: yet tro huld [r aut, But ſaith 

the Propher,1f ye had (mitten all the Armie of the C')al- Verſe 10, 
dcans, and rone of them had bene life but a few wounded 

men, they ſhould come and virne your City, Amatiah's , 
calcallo is moſt tamous ; he | L ad \Warre witha 8 rear of 
company ot malitious neigi:o0ur Princes that | hated 

him, and he hires 10000v OV. li ne men of 7/fract, and 
joynes them with his owne ſorces: But there comes 
a Prophct, and bids him ſend theſe 100000 people 

back ; why : * for God is n0t with the Armiesef liracl; 
As ifhe had ſaid , Amaziah, it were all on for thee co 

carry 100900 wiſps of ſtraw, or a hundred thou- 
ſand dead Carkafles into the Ficld to fiphe, as a 
hundred thouſand valiant men, if God bee not with 
them. 
While God was with Sampſon, he could carry the 
gates Of a City upon his ſhoulders ; when God left 
him, when bis Lockes were cut ( which were a pledge 
of Gods preſence) tlien they took him and made a foole 


of him at their pleaſure. 


If you be not yct fatisiied,that all theſe three things 
are 


TT *. ©. 
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T he Chur- are implycd in Gods preſence ; oblcrve furth.r that nor 


— 


onely of Jehovah, but even of all the Idoll god: of the 
Nations, the like things are ſpoken. 
As firſt, they are fai.i to be fathers and friend's of the 


ter.48.46, PeOplethat worſhipped them. Thus the people of 


Moab who worſhipped Chemoſh, are tiled che people 
of Chemoſh.When Fadah joyned himlcle in marriage 


POUl.z 11 with [dolaters, God ſaith of him, Hee hath taken the 


daughter of a ſtrange God: Andelfe where when God 
chargerth his people wich Idolatry}, the indictmenc 


er.2,27- runs thus ; They ſay toa ſtock, tho. art my Father; 


thac is, thou art my God as necre unto ine as a father 
to his Children. 

Secondly, all their proſperity was ſaid ro come from 
their gods ſuppoſedly pre{cntamongſt them,and pro- 
pirious to them. Milt thou mt poſſeſſe that which 
Chemoſh thy god gives thee to poſſeſſe ? laid Jepthah 
tothe King of Ammen, who tooke Chemoſh tor his 
God, 

Thirdly, their ſafety, rheir vidories are ever attri- 
bured to their gods whom they rooke to bee among 


Jude 26, them ; Our God hath delivered into our hands{ Sampſon) 


24: 0ur enemie, And the attempts againſt the Hearhen, 
are ſaid robe made againſt their gods: 1s in 7ſata/ 46. 
2. where there is a propheſie of rhe raking of Babylon 
by Cyrss, it is thus exprefled, Bell boweth downe , 
Nebs ftoopeth, &c. Their Gods aye gone into Captivitie. 
Soia 2 Kings 18, 34. Rabſbakeh vants, that in his 
Maſters name,}here are the 20ds of Hamath, & of Ar- 
pad, &c. And it is obſerved as an ordinary practiſe of 
the Romans, that when thy came to befiege any Ci- 
ty, they would firſt intreate the Gods of that City to 
leaye the proteion of it, and come over to them : 
as 


before the Cammons Houſe of Parkemae, 


mt 


I7 


25 who ſhould fay,leave you off their prote&tion,and 


The Churche, 


then let us alone with them : So then, the ſumme of happineſs. 


all this put together, amounts to thus much , that 
Gods preſen;e in his Covenant with any people im- 
plyes that they re dearly beloved of him, that he 
works all their works for therw, and ſhields and defends 
them againſt all their enemies. 

I come now to the Application of ir, wherein (be- 
cauſe I chiefly intend the next polnt, the Condition 
of Gods preſence ) I will briefly make two or three 
Colle&ions onely, which I conceive may be moſt 
ſeaſonable and ſutable to your office, and to the oC- 
cafion of your meeting here this dzy. 

Firft,is it ſo;that the g/ory and heppries of a nation 
ſtands in the preſexce of God inhis Covenant: Then, I 
humbly pray you all to take notice, what are the 
greateſt evils, and who are the moſt deſperate Tray- 
tors, againſt the King, Church, and State of England 
at this day. I doubt not but you have a multitude of 
coplaints of grievances preſented to rhe Parhament 
Houſe: all (at leaſt pretended to be) contrary to the 
welfare of the State - give me leave to put up one 
Great One; and to inform youwho be the Authors 
of the greateſt Grievances, and Evils that can pol- 
ſibly betidethe Kingdom of Englaza, even they that 
woldroeb us of our God.Solomon ſaith, 4 man that waſts 
bis Father, and chaſeth away his mother, is a miſerable 
wretch. And I know, if evidence ſhould be broughe 
into this Honorable Aſſembly againſt any one that 
had deprived the King of a Subje#,you wou!d think 
him worthyof ſevere puniſhment. Burt higher,if you 
ſhould light upon one, that ſhould endeavour to de- 
prave the King and Kingdom = wiſe conſibeg 

an 
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i Vſcofthe and States many in the multitude wherot is the ſafety 
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of the Kingdome., But higher yer, if any fhould be 
found that had Hf up his hand againſt his Majcſty,the 
Lords anointed, who & the breath of the noſtrils, if 
any ſuch ſhould be diſcovered, would you not fay of 
them,2s ſhe ſaid to Datid, Let the ſonle of my Lord le 
bound up 11 the bundle of life, and let the Lord ſl mg the 
fouls of his exiemies as out of the middle of a ſling? yea 
would not every true hearted ſubjet in the King- 
dome ſay thus alſo? O but (Honorable and Beloved) 
they that would rob us of the glory of our King and 
Kingdome, that would take away all our happineſſe, 
and prote#i;on, and profper:tze, that would leave as 
naked to our ſhame,that we ſhould become a ſcorne 
and ſpoile, are they not worſe than any of the for- 
mer > You will ſay, ho & be > and where ts hee that 
dares preſume 1n his heart to do ſo + (I pray ſtay for a 
full anſwer til the next point touching the Cond:- 
t10n of exjoy:4g God be unfolded: inthe meane time) 
take this 1n part : I pray God there be none ſuch mer 
this day to falt & pray before the Lord.Every fon of 
Beliat, every one that is a Rebell againſt God, every 
one that works wickedneſle , is that wicked Hamay, 
that (els Heſter, and all ber people to deftrution. If 
there be any ſuch here, you will give me leave (being 
Gods Miniſter, aud your Servant) to diſcharge my 
Office faithfully. Should there be bur one ſuch, I 
ſay,among you that are called togetherto be the Ree 
parrers of the breachesto ſuch a one let me thus ſpeak; 
It thou be found to be the Achar, that keeps God 
from gong out with our armies;the 10n4s,that are rea- 
dyto caſt away the ſhip, ſo that there is no hope of 
our ſafety till thou be caſt out ; if thy conſcience ace 


culc 


ll... 
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culſe thee that thou art a child of zelza,, an Idolater, a 
ſuperſtitious perſon, a prophane Eſaz: lay this cloie 
to thy heart, how miſerable & wretched a man thou 
art, that not onely adyentureſt thine owne ſoule to 
moſt certain ruine in oppoſing the Lord; bur,as ano- 
ther Sy/s,thou pluckeſt out thy tathers purple haire, 
and depriveſt the Kingdom of the glory of it: ſo that 
it =y be written upon thy Grave-ſtone , The max 
was the ruine of hu K iflg and Countrey. 
And for the Lords ſake(Honorable and Beloved) 
rake it to heart, and lay it up with you, that if God's 
preſence be our glory, then thoſe that would 704 5 of 
7t are our greateſt enemies. Think of them all, as he 
(upon lefſe ground)) ſaid of the Childrea of D az, 
You have taker away my God, and what have I more, 
And ſecondly, let me beſcech you all inthis your 
great Nationall Councel,and Aſſembly,to take ſeri. 
ouſly into your thoughts, what may be the beſt way 
of lengthening out our tranquility. Beloved, all the 
Nations in Chrifte:dome have been in grievous per- 
plexities many yeers rotind about us: we have bin hi- 
therto kept 2s another Land of Goſhex, where light 
bath fill ſhined, when all others have been in dark- 
nes. And I know the hearts of ſome of you have (ad!y 
expe&ted when God ſhould come & ereQ his /vſtrc+ 
ſeat among us, or give the {word a Commiſſion a- 
24inſt us:now you are met for this very thingto pro- 
vide for our welfare: for the Lords ſake take care to 
keep him with us : 1f be go, all goes: we can nevct 
ight onar Candle, if this Sun be ſet: we ſhall neve: 
fill our Buckets,if this Fountain be ſhut up. All your 
counſels and adviſing will be nothing, if God ſay, 7 
will fay no longer in England : We ſhall then be a 
D 2 ſpoal 
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; Vſe ofthe ſpoil to any enemy 38 few unarmed me n will be too 
Churches Hard for usall. 


þappineſſe. It is recorded of the Palladium in Troy, that while 


that Image remained there,the City was impregna- 
ble, and that till the Greeks lighted on that ftratagem 
to ſteal that Idoll away, they could never win rhe 
City. Vhat ever fancy there was in that, youknow 
how much it concerns usto keep eur God with us; 
let your main care be to fix afid ſettle him therefore 
among us, and then we arc ſafe: if you let him go,we 
are anundone people. 

2 Vie of che 


wm Thirdly, if Gods prefence in his Covenant be the 

er 4 a glory & ſafetyofa people;then may all of you,under - 

ground of pro- taking any ſervice for God,andhis glory,moſt com- 

_ n2* fortably and ſecurely reſt on God todetend and pro- 
undertakingfor , , , 

God. te? you againſt al dangers.It is noqueſtion but your 

enemies are mighty,malicious, and cunning ; and ir 

may be they are cgging as deep as Hell for counſel! 

to do you miſchief inthis great way and work that 

you are it. But while you are'with God, God will be 

Tith you. Are rot fiue ſparrows ſold for 4 farthing faith 

our Saviour > Arenort you more worth than all the 

Sparrows inthe world 2 are you not in Gods work> 

As Caleb ſaid, The Lord is with us, fear not them, 

They ſhalt all be bread for s. Go on boldly,uſe what 

providence you can to prevent dangers,but comfor- 

P:ov.18.10. Ttably remember,that the Name of the Lord is aftrong 
Expoſ.in Iſa, Tower, the righteous unto it, and are ſafe. 

ana rtd I will conclude this with a ſtory of Luther, which 

hetels ofa Bp. of Magdezbarg. A Duke of Saxony 

prepared war againſt hin : the Biſhop hearing of it, 

fals to praying,reforming of his Church,and amend- 

ing what was amiſle» One of the Dukes ſpies then 

in 


Num. 14. 9. 
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in that City, when he ſaw him make no preparation The conditior2 
* for defence, came and asked him, if he did not heare of enjyyins 
what the Duke was preparing againſt him > Yes, **t h-ppines 
ſaith he, I do ; but Ego curato Eccleſlam meam, op 
Dems prome pugnabit:] mult look to work,and the de- 
fence of me belongs to God; which when the Duke 
heard, he disbanded his forces, and acknowledged 
that he ſhould prove too weake to deale with that 
man that ingaged God in the quarrell againſt him, 
So follow you on the work, be ye for the Lord, and 
comfortably reſt your ſelves under Gods wing, to 
proſper and protect you. So much for their preſent 
ha ppineſle, The Lord & with you, | 
I procced now to the ſecond part , the condition The ſecond 
upon which this happineſle is to be enjoyed: for God Part, viz. Tie 
i with you, while you are with him.This Adverb while, Conde —_ 
implies. th: bappines, 
Firſt, the duration of time, how long Ged will be 
with you, 10 long as you ara with God , [> long and no 
loxger, for ſoit is uſed in the very next words of the | 
Text, if ye ſeek bins, he will be found of you : but if ye * <b10n20.9. 
forſake him, he will forſake you. So David ſaithto So- 
lomon, Know thou the God of thy fathers, and ſerue him 
with a perfeft heart, and with a willing minde : if thou 
ſeek him, he nill be found of thee, but if thou forſale 
him, be will caſt thee off for ever, 
Secondly , while {ignifieth likewiſe the Degree 
and meaſure of Geds preſence, This is the beam= 
by which G OD weighes ont his preſence, the 
Standard whereby he meaſares it ; that is, in what 
degree people are 1th God, in that degree he is with 
them. If they Zew1th God in outivard formalities ons + 
ly,God will he with them in _— Lieſings on ly: 
> : 
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The condition if they be with God tn all things as Amaziah was, bat 


of enjoying 
bappineſſe. 
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not witha perfe& heart, God will be ſow:ith them: if 
they be w:th God abſolutely & intirely as 79ſiah, and 
David,and Hezekjah,gyc. were with God, God will Le 
ſo with them, fulfilling thet in 7ſa.'26. that the moſl 
upright God ballauceth ot the wayes of the juft : he 
werghes out their way, and gives them a juſt propor- 
tion; according to that in Pſal.13.#th the pure, God 
will ſhew himſelf pure; and with the froward, he will ſhew 
himſelf froward: that is, he will deal with men as they 
deal with him, 

This is fully laid down in Lev#t. 2 6.where God 
ſaith, if they walke humbly with him, he will walke 
graciouſly to them :1f they walk frowardly and ftube 
bornly, and contrary to bim , he. will walk contrary to 
them : 1f they vex him ſeven times, he will vex them 
ſeven times. So in the ſeven Churches, when ſome * 
of them had 4 few thizegs for God, God would be 
with them in a few things. If they will have ſome- 
thing contrary to God, he will ever have ſomething 
agarmſt them: and as their wayes are to him,ſo the moſt 
High God will meaſure out himſclfe to them; and 
that is the Do#rizerhit I am ro handleyuviz. 

God will be with hi people to be their glory, therr pore 
110, proſperity , and protetion, juſt as they are 
nith him. 

Before I proceed further in this point, give me 
leave by way of Caution to remove two or three 
ſtumbling blocks, which lie in the way of many 
men. 

Firſt, when you heare, that God nill be with his 


» people as they aye with God, take heed you underſtand 


1t not as ſeme,who (rhatthey may ſet up the rotten 
Dagon 
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Dagon of mans free-»:4,above the Ark of Gods frees 


O_o 


The condit iq: 


grace) do uſe out of ſuch conditional Scriptures, to of enjying 


argue, that God hath an aztecedezt, undetermined, 
uncertain, ſuſpended purpoſe of doing good to 2 
people,which is moved, changed, or determined, ac- 
cording to the ebbings and flowings of their cariage 
towards him, 

A tew words may ſerve in this Aſſembly: theſe 
co-ditions ſhew not the maving cauſe of Gods Pre- 
ſence, but deſcribe the Sw4jeF or People wich whom 
he is preſent - the hand of the Diall makes not the 
Clock to go, but ſhews how it doth go, Theſe Cor- 
dit rons quicken usto our duty, and tell us upon what 
termes we muſt look for God to be with us, but hee 
himſelf is not theaeby limited, but ill at liberty to 
work in us the Cozait:0n which himſelt requireth of 
us : Gods love of Friendſhip (which is his manifeſt» 
ing himſelf in his Covenant) we cannot expe, ex* 
cepr we he with h7; but no Law is hereby laid upon 
his beneplacitum, his free favour, whereby he works 
both the will aud the deed, and cauſeth his people rg 
walk in his wayes. God glves condirions to us, but 
takes none from us, 

Secondly, much lefle need we tick at the gloſſe 
of the Papiſts, who out of ſuch conditionall Scrip» 
tures uſe to argue our performance of the condition, 
formally tomerit Gods gracious preſence, & ſo they 
will have it to be rendred by him, not as a merciful 
2iver, but as a juſt Fudge, The Scrip:ure is plain to 
the contrary; our merit is nothing but Gods mercy: 
We grant indeed Gods preſence to his people is 2 
reward of their obedience , bur it is a reward not of 
juſtice, but of mercy. So faith the Propher _ 

0 


h 1ppineſſe. 


——— — — 


£7 


_— 
—— wo __ —__—_—_—— —_—_— 


mf * #4 _ 7 A Sermon preached at a Faſt 


The condition Thoa* O Lord art merciful, for thou rewardeſs men 
of enjyying atsordiing ts thety works, | | 
happineſſes Thirdly, nor yet muſt wethink, that when this 
«Plalez.1z, Condition 1s required of a Nation,that it is{o limit- 
EP ed, that unleſſe the univerſalitie of the people ſhall 
performe it, the reft cannot expect Gods preſence 
with them : for that yas never done , nO nor 1n D4- 
21d,nor in Solomexs time. But 1t is chiefly meant 
of the Princes,Rulers, Mimiſters, and the face of the 
people, whoſe wayes ( whether good or bad, in re« 
gard of Gods nationall proceeding with them ) are 
ever interpreted to be the wayes of the whole body. 
Theſe blocks removed, I return to the Leflon, wiz, 
That Gad i with his people while they are with bim in 
the ſenſe before given. For the making this more 
profitable, I ſhall endeavour, 
2 Furthes ex- Firſt,to ſhew you-what in the Scripture language 
plicared bythe the Lermg of a people with God doth imply. 


reſolving of a 


queſtion, Secondly, to make application of it to our felves, 
Deſt. Firſt, what is it for a people to be wreh Gos, 


_ - tobe IT muſt ſheiv firſt »egatzvely,what it is not. Second- 
x — Iy,poſtively,what it is. Firſt,-egatively,it is not bare- 
Anſr. 1. & J/ | | 
Negaively. ly to bear Gods Name, and to be called his people; 
— It is not meerly to draw neer to him inthe externall 
, performance of certain duties : 1# & not to hang dow 
the bead like 4 Bulruſh for « dey, though in faſting and 
prayer : It is not to bring thouſands of Rams, and ten 
Micah 6 zhouſand rivers of Oyl before God. You know many, 
and many people have done all theſe things,yet God 
_ proteſted, they were zot with him, aor he with 
them. 
ly x mn Secondly, poſitively and affirmatively what it is; ' 
things, It 1mplyes theſe three things, 
Firſt 
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Firft, robe a holy p:ople, a leſhuran , arighteowms 
Nation, to be thoſe that undertake the counter-part 
of the Covenant , that as God makes himſelte ovcr 
to be their God, and their portion , fo they deliver 
themſelves up to him 15 a people renewed and ſandt:- 
fied, ro become his portion, 
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which the Scriptire alwayes meanerh, when it {peakes Du. 


a people tobe with God , t':it they muſt be a holy people, 
ſeparated from all i31quitic unto God, as was cleare!y 
and largely opened in the moraing. Read over all the 
book of God , and you ſhill never find that a people 
areſaidro come hometo God , but when they pur a- 
way all thcir 2bhominations , throw away al! their 
luſts and Idols to the Moles and to the Bates , loathing 


and atteſting themſelves for them, being as the Doves 1# | 


the valley, every one mourning for their owne iniqui- 


ties, fully determining and reſolving never ro returue ©**/ 


rothem any more. And indeed if this be not done, ir 
is impoſſible for a people to bewith God , or toendnre 
God to be with them : For (30d is adevorring fireto 
wicked men ; and all wicked men to him are as Stray, 
Hay , Stubble , and Waxe, which the nearer they are 
brought to the fire, the {ooner they are devoured. 
Therefore you ſhall read,that the nearer wicked men 
have at any time beene brought ro God, the greater 
their miſery. And for my owne part I queſtion not 
bur if an ungodly man ſhould be lifted up into Hea- 
ven, where God moſt manifeſteth himſelfe 1n glory,he 
would there be moſt miſcrable Clemens Alexandri: us 
ſpeakes of a Temple,upon which was written, No #n- 
holy thing muſt come neare this place, This is Gods very 
inſcription, Hab. 1. 13. Tho art of parer eyes than to be- 
hold evill,and can# not looke ox iniquity. 
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Looke over all the Epiſtles in the new Teſtament, 
and you ſhall finde,that however the external! profel- 


ſion of Chriſtianity admits men tothe externall pri- 


viledges of Gods preſence,yet unleſle they be inward- 
ly renewed and ſanctified , there isno being nigh to 
God, Fames 4.8. Draw nigh toGod , and he will draw 
nigh toyou : Cleanſe your hands ye ſinners, and pnrge your 
he. rts. (FC 

This is moſt cleare in that great worke of mans 
Redemption by Jeſus Chriſt : when God had created 
man holy and righteous , God delighted ro be nigh 
unto him : but ſo ſoon as iaquiry was found in him, 
there was a wall of ſeparation built, and a guife made, 
that never could be filled up, till the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt by his infinite ſufferings did it: And when 
that worke is done by Chriſt, the Lord will not com- 


" municate his Chriſt to any ſoule in the World , bur 


upon theſe abſolute rermes , (and God hath ſworn 
thac it ſhall be ſo) that ſo ſoone as he hath delivered 
then, and brought them near to bimſclte in calling 
them to parti-ipate that Redemption , they ſhould ſexye 
him in Helincſſe and Righteouſneſſe all the dayes of their 
life, This 1s the firſt thing, they muſt be a holy 
people, 


econdly, tobe with God, is to be true Worſhippers 


0” of him . muntaining the purity of his Ordinances trom 


Lolarry ard $+:perſtition. This is abundantly proved 


-. Noſe: 11. 12. Ephraim{laith the Lord comp-(ſeth me, 


(+: would have thought that Ephlaim was neare to 
God , when hee compaſſed him : Bur ſaith God , He 
comp (ſetb mewith lies. What is that * with Tdolarry, 
for iti5 uſually expreſſed in-the old Teſtament , that 
{dols are /ies, and lies are put for Idols: as.in 1ja.qg, 20. 


Ts 
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Is there not a lie in my right hand + Th< Ephraim The con- 


—  —— cc 


( that is the ten Tribes ) compaſſeth me, ſaic 11 the Lord, ©4% 2 


but Judah remaines faithfull with God, tho. 56 he 
ruleth with the Saints, What was 1udabs faithfnlneje * 
it was her keeping of the marriige Covent with 
more cate; when in HeJetiihsrtime(to whicy th Pio- 
phet referreth ) Religion was re:ormed and advariced, 
then 1«dah was faithfull with God, For the more t..l! 
underſtanding of chis ſecond branch, let me commend 
one oblerv.ition to you concerning all the Kings of 1/- 
rael and Inaah after Solomons time, the Scripture ſers 
downe a charatter of cvery one of them , thar all the 
world might know whar ju gement God had of them. 
You ſhall find that of all the Kings of 1ſrael( though 
there were lome very brave men, yet ) there is not one 
of them that God acknowledged to have walked with 
him, becauſe they were all Fereboamites, worſhippers 
of the Golden Cilves. And when he ſpeakes of any 
King of 1444, he ever ſingles out one thing as the 
chicte matter-of his commendarion ; and that is, how 
he ſtood affected in point of Religion : Such a man 
was upright with God : the meaning is, all his dayes be 
maintained Gods worſhip, And let me tell you ſome 
of their moralities were no better then they ſhould 
be. 4{a in the Text was acholerick paſſtonate man, 
and covetous in his old age, and many other weak- 
nefſes were found in him , yer becauſe he went tho- 
row-ſticch in the Reformation of Religion , A4ſa's 
heart was ſaid to bg #pright with God all his dayes. With 
this God uſcth ro ceyer all their infirmitics as-with a 
veile. | 

But if any of the goed Kiugs did but hal in this 
point, God hath left ir upon record , as a blot upon 
BE 3 their 


"MY! 9 yimg 
ha pim-s 


72 en—n—_ —— 


0 


—— CG -wI———— oy Woe nm Cu A es wa An” mr , mow www 


28 


——  —— 


A Sermon preached at 4 Faſt 


_ — — >” ———RYy — om 


T he cox» their honours, thereforc are they blamed, if ( through 
ditizn of their default)the high places were not taken away,though 
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the Idolls ſet up in thoſe places were removed. And in 
thenew Teſtament , throughout all the time of Arnti- 
chrifts apoſtaſic, the true Church of Chrift, that walked 
with him aright, are deſcribed by this Character, that 
they area virgin company, #ot defiled with women, that 
is, they were never guilty of the ſpirituall polJutions 
of that Apoſtaticall Church of Rome. This was to bee 
with the Lamb , and to follow him whereſoever be goeth, 
Thar is the ſecond to keep cloſe ro God in hiswor- 
ſhip. 

Thirdly, to be with God, i3 to be on Gods ſide , ro bee 
engaged in Gods cauſe, to appeare in choſe things 
wherin God looks that all his friends ſhould Rand for 
him. Whenthe Levires would know neither father nor 
mother , but ſlay ever y man his trother, or compnion,or 
neighbour, that they might avenge Gods quarrell , this 
was to be on Goa ſide, When Elias was £e:lows for 
God, at a time wherein all the Kingdome { as hee 
thought } played the Apoſtates : when Phinehas goes 
with his lavelin, and executes vengeance on Zimri 
and Cssbi, when men ftand inthe gap, -when { in-2 
word ) a people are for God and his cauſe, as lehoſha- 
phat ſaid he was tor Ahab, 7 am as thou art, and my people 
as thy people : My horles as thy horſes, and my Cha- 
riots as thy Chariots this is to be with God, 

And indeed if this be wanting people cannot be in- 
terpreted to be with God, becauſe God is not acknow- 
tedged in his duc place; unlefle they be for him with 
all their hearts, and with alltheir ſoule , and with 
all cheir ſtrength , when he hath moft need of them, 
It a woman will doe many things for her husband, 


yet 
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yet if her heart goe more after her Puppets , her T 1: con 
clothes, her ſervants, than after him , eſpecially in 4 9 
times of his neceſſitie, her heart cannot be interpreted </ 7/8 
to be with her husband. becauſe he is nor acknowledg.- #7 
ed in the due ple-ccof an husband. So it there be any 
thing,any cauſe, any perſon, that werather ingage or 

ſelves tr r,than for God and his cauſe,we cannot be ſaid 

to be with God. 

Sonow you hive rhe meaning of the Condition of 
enjoying God while ye are with him : [t is, 

1 To be reconciled to God , and to walk with him 
as an holy people, 

2 Tocontinue with himin the purity of his worſhip. 

3 To ſtandby him in every cauſe, which doth con- 
cerne his glory. 

The deductions which might flow from this Do- 

Erine for our uſe,are many ; 1 ſhall contine my ſelte to 
theſe two,as being moſt tutable and (eafonable to the 
tire,and your Worke. 

Firſt, matter of Humiliation, and mourning before 
God fortime paſt. 

Secondly,matter of Pwie,for time to come, 

For the firſt , Honourabla and Beloved, you ſtand Vt: :. o: 
this day before the Lord to afflict your ſoules and © /*<cn1 
(though you be the choſen men of your Tribes, 1c Y 
lifred vp above your brethren ) yet yo are now cal- a Vſe « 
led; not onely to bemoare your owne iniquitics, — 
but ro bene the iniquitie of the whole Kingdome, © 
And ( methinkes) I looke upon you , as upon the 
Prophet Ezekiel, when he wast © beare the iniquitic Exch, 
of the houſe of Iſrael and Iudeh , he was to lye upon 
his fide, and to eatc his bread made of Wheate, 
and Barley, and Beanes, Lentiles, and Fitches,miſcrable 

E 3 courſe 
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1 Yſ: of coarſe bread, and baked with the dung of man , and to 
the ſe- drinke a little water for many dayes together. How 
con ſad and heavy the Prophets ſpirit muſt needs be, when 
P?IM"r he was thusto beare ſuch a barthen, is caſic rojudge. 
Srchatemper of ſpirit would this day well become 
you. And now could I but ſpeak to you from the Lord 
how ſad zhings there are againſt Eng/:n4,in tais point 
of not being with God, could you with patience and 
gr:c: heare me; and would th: Lord affect my heart 
and yours in handling and hearing of them, we ſhould 
____ makethis placea Bechim, a place of weepers, the ſtou- 
"alum 2 reſt heart would be as Queen Huzzah, and her Ladies, 
when they went into captivitie, tabering 0» their 
breaſts , and mourning as Doves, yea howling after the 
manner of Dragons, CouldI, as ina mirrour, ſet be- 
tore your eyes, how infinitely farre off the body of 
this Kingdomeis from being with the Lord, we ſhould 
wonder thatthe Lord hath not wholly forſ1ken us 
long agone; and rhit in ſtead of enjoying this liberty 
of pleading with Gad for our lives, for our Prince 
and Countrey, and for whatſoever is precious to us, 
we arcleft like unto Sedom,and made like unto Gomor- 
rah, Takea view of all the three particulars mentio- 

SY ned inthe point, | 
ng Firſt, are we an holy people 2 (1 am now pleading 
: Nor a1 Godscauſe, and though a poore unworthy man, 1 
woly pe ſtand betwixt God and a Kingdome ) I aske againe, 
*  Arewean holypeople : Are our Princes , our Rulers, 
our Magiſtrates, our Miniſters, and the body of the 
people holy 2 Doe we walke according to the rules 
of Chriſtianitie, the ſum whercot for the practicall 
part is laid downe in the ten Commandements-, and 
thoſc expoſitions that our Lord gives of them £ Doc 
we 
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we walke thus 2 I know there is no m2: here fo 1910+ Toe 


rant astoimagine that wee doe. Alas ! the Prophets * */* 
ſpeech too well be firs us : 4- ! ſinful Nation, a peo 
ple laden with iniquitie, a ſeed of evill doers, Children” © 
that are corrupters : The while headis ficke , the whole | 


he-rt is faint : from the ſole of the foot , eventa the he d, 
there is no ſoundneſſe in it, [ut wounds, and bruiſes, 4:4 
putrified ſores, Agyps was never more beſprezd with 
Locuſts and Fiogges, than our Kingdome is with hor- 
rible prophanenefle, uncleinncle, oppreffion, deceir, 
and whatſoever isa ſtench in the Lords noſtrills, The 
generality of people wearing indeed the Lords Live- 
ry,( beine Chriſtened )and doing the D-vills worke all 
the yeare long, Nay,is there any thing this day ſo ha- 
ted as holzneſſe : Have we not gotten termes to ſcoffe 
down all goodnes ? Is not almoſt every m:n who will 
not ſweare and bedrunke, and bedeboyſt 23 a Turke, 
orworle, cryed downe wich the odious name of a 
Puritan That as Ambroſe (aid of Palinus, a young 
Noble man of Rome,at whom when he was converted 
ro Chriſt,and letr the Worlds glory, to carry Chriſts 
Crofle, there was mote wondring then it a Mule hd 
caſta Foale. And as Beae (aid of the ancient Britarys, 
immediately before their deſtruction by the Saxons, 
that they were come to that height of wickecneſle , as 
to caſt Odinm in Religionis profeſſores tanquam in adver. 
ſarios, God krowes miny thouſanc's are guilty of rhe 
ſamein this Land,this day: the me:ſute of our iniquity 
ſeemes to be morethan full. O that our hearts could 
this day blced for it | 


2 N-e 
Secondly ; ſee what wonderfull cauſe we haverq w» God 


n the 

. =_ . pp : k .? caarter of 
in abuſing God in the point of his Worſhip , which is his v1 cs; 
the #biy- 


be abaſed for all the injury the Land ſtanus guilty oF, 
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17 7e of the defiling of the marriage bed betwixt God and his 


__ people. God hath Wiiced all the reformed Churches, 
pars brought moſt of them almoſt ro nothing : yer, paſle 


over & ſec, whether ever any of them hive provoked 
the Lord in this kind ſo much as we have done. Let 
me name foure or fivethings, to9 much practiſed, and 
00 lirtle lamented : God in mercy cfte&t our hearts 
with them this day. 

Firft,che Articles of 0:r faith,the depo/itum, the good 
thing commit;ed to us , which wee received from our 
tore Fathers, and ſhould tranſnit entireto our poſte- 
rity : Ohthe miſerable detection, that we have made 
from God, adulterating thereof ! Tell me, peloved, 
what one point, what one Articic of Faith, controver= 
red betwixt us and the Church of Rome is there, that 
our Pulpits,and preſſes, and Univerſity Acts, have not 
been bold with all : as if we were weary of the Truth 
which God hath commitred to us: as if indeed , for 
our not receiving the truth in lowe , God were giving 
che Nation up to #ecleeve lres, 

Secondly , let me inftance inthe Lords Day a day 
which is a figne betwixt God and his people , that He 
is their Gid that ſanitifieth them. That as Idoll-wor- 
ſhippers are known by keeping holidays to their gods, 
{> Gods people are known to be his people, by obſcr- 
ving of his Holy day. 

It is moſt true, that our ancient Doctrine eſtadli- 
ſhed, is purer inthis point than can be found in moſt 
of che Churches, and exce/lent Lawes we have for the 
backing of it: but I beleevethere hath not been in all 
the Chriſtian World ſuch high affconts offered roche 
Lords 4ay,as of late hath been in England , and (Iam 


confident ) they all lic in the Deck charged,as the fin of 
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the Nation, till by ſome publik At, the fourth 1 Fe »/ | 
Commandement bce reſtored to its due place and *-* /c+ | 
honour, Coma | 

Thirdly , goe to another branch, the poine of "=: 
preaching the Word. The preaching of the Word is 
the Scepter of Chriſts Kingdome, the glory of a N3-+ 
tion,the Chariot upon which liteand (ſalvation comes 
riding : ſuch a treaſure as that any wiſe Merchant 
would ſell all ro buy the field wherein this treaſure 
lycs. O that God would humble Z»zland for the 
oreat abuſe of this invaluable mercy ! Whar little care 
hath the State in generall taken ro provide that 
Chriſt might ride in Triumph upon his white horſe - 
that the Word of God might ſpread into every cor- 
ner of the Land 2 Bur, Oh the crucley that hath been 
offered ro many poore Congregations , in taking 
away the bread of Life from their mourthes, withour 
any pity ! as if the ſtarving and murthering of ſoules, 
for which Jeſs Chrift ſhed his blood , were a mat- 
rerof nomoment. And oh the ſpoile, and havock 
that hath beene made among many faithfull and 
painfull Miniſters, for ſuch rifles as will not endure 
cryall in the Day of the Lords appearing * Could 
wee as in a mirrour, behold the great guilt wee 
lie under for theſe things , and apprehend what 
great wrath is kindled againſt the Kingdome for 
them, how would our kcarts tremble before God 
this day ? 

Fourthly , but above all,the extream daring , bold 
audaciouſnefle of a generation of men, that have ad- 
ventured as much as in them lies , ro corrupt Gods 
worſhip, that not only rejoyce tro ſee the Idola- 
try and Superſtition of Rome practiſed by m_— 
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1 Tf i» t have dafcd to ſer their threſho!ds by Gods threfh9d, 


ee es and to drefle out all Gods worſh 5, according to their 
rs own fancies, things too appa: cnt to need any tuther 


m=__ prot. 

It miy be ſome may think, this 1 no great matter, 
and m:1ch complaint need nut be m:de 1gainft it: a 
few diſtinRions will ſalve all that is done ro quit it 
from Idolatry ard Superſtition. But a LZ9dovicws 
Vives ſaith of the Papiſts in his dayes, that for 0::ghr 
he taw, they( in effect ) gave the {ame re. er-nce to 
their Saints, which the Pagans did ro their gods : $0 
I may truly ſay of theſe men, \ that notwithſtanding 
=)[cheir diſtinctions ) little differences is to be fond 
berwixr their praQtice, and the ſuperſtitions and Ido- 
latries of the Church of Rome. 

Will ſome ſay, ler it be granted that men have bin 
ro00 blame (as doubrleſſe multicudes have been too 
bold ) inthis kinde , yet God forbid char wee ſhould 
judge (o tarre,as to make them as odious ro God, as 
it they were the bringers of Gods wrath upo1 the 
Nation, as if they were as bad as whoremongers, 
or blaſphemers ; or that we ſho1ld offer ro compare 
them with rhe groflſe Idolaters of che Church of 
Rowe : God forbid ſuch a ſtaine ſhould be caft upon 
them. Thns {ome men draw a tinc vcile over theſc 
toule cnormities, | 

Good Lord, thar the glotious lighr of the Go- 
ſpe! in cighry two yeers, ſhould not tike away this 
filme from chi” eyes of men ! Judge you the caſe, you 
that arc Husbards, yourhat havea ſpiritot jealouſe, 
bee yee Arbitritours berweene the Lord and this 
Generation ai.dſay,it a wanton looke an your, vwne 
witc,if a whorh drefie, it the givinz;, vs icceiving of 
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tovetokens, if the leſt degrees of dalliance would 1 Y/e *f 
not render your owne wite more abominable to '* /c- 
you , th.n the knowre fornic*tion,or adultery of any 7 
other woman whatſoever 2 D e you not know that = 
the Church of Chriſt is this Spouſe £ Doe yo# not 
k10w that God is more cafily provoked by a peo- Exo.z3 5. 
ple among whom he walks, than by any other peo- 
ple whatſoever £ I beleech yuu lay thele chings to 
hcarr, 
A: dletthe re-nembrance of this d1y help you in it, 
This d:y eighty two yeers agone, the Lord fer up 
the Goſpel among us, and tor-k u- to bea nation in 
Covenant with him. - Oh che progreſle that ſome 
nations' would have made ! The thanktiInefſe and 
friiirfu nefſerhat ſome pe-ple would have atrained co 
in ſo long atime ! but that we ſko.11d grow wot le and 
worſe in paint of: Gods worſhip,chut we ſhould hunker 
after Idolarry, an $ ;pcr{titi n, and fall away worle 
than ary of o'r neighbours, that God hath v.ſiced 
ſo ſeverely : what ſhall we ſay , when God comes to 
reckon with us for thele things 
Fitt'y, addethe ho: rible prophanation of che holy 
Sacram nt 01 the Loyds Swpper, the prom ſcuous mul- 
titide every where,not 0: ly allowed , bat even com- 
pel!cd to the receiving of it : Multicudes of whum, 
kr:.ow not whether Chiift were a man or a woman, 
nor how m:ny Gods there be; multitudes vallowiig 
in all proph.inc'effſe and licenriouſneſle , yet it they 
profeſſerh trhey be no Pap:ſts, almott every where 
they are ad" 4tred rothe polluting of theſe reverend tres. 
Myſteric-,as 1t we would compcll the Lord to depart 3.5% | 
away trom us, _ 
And then,if we ſhould t1ke in thethisd branch of gc in /'l 
F 2 | ingaging — 
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i Vſe of ingaging our ſelves in Gods oauſe , how little zeale is 

zbe ſe there for Cod £ The wrongs and crueltics that arc 

"::»; done to many, the tcares of the afflited , and op- 

Pin preſſed ; and ſo few that will open their meuthes 
or appeare to plead any cauſe which G O D, will 
own, abundantly proclaimeth this. Verily , belo- 

Ezra;y, ved, were youall as innocent as Ezr# was of the 
Fact among the 7ewes, of the wretchedneſle of the 
people of 1ſrael : If you did know what God lookes 
for at your hands this day , you would rent the 
very Caule of your hearts before the Lord, and 
fir downe with him aſtoniſh:d, and refuſed to 
bee comforted ; and wonder that God hath: not 
wholly left us, and delivered up our glory as a 
ipoyle, and ſeverely revenged the quarrell of his 
Covenant. 

But to come necrer yet, and bring it home in- 
to yonr owne boſomes ; what if you your {elves 
bee guilty of theſethings © You that are the lower 
of your Tribes, the chiefe of rhe Thouſands of 
England : You that arc-lifred up above your Bre- 
rhren, whom God hath made the Head, and not 
the Taile of the places where you live, when 
God might have left you te bee hewers of Food, 
and drawers of water, And hee hath made ſome 
of you Noblemen, ſome Knights, and Gentlemen, 
and now called you to be the Repairers of our 
breach, to heale and prevent our ruine, What if 
you your ſelves have a chicf hand in theſe tranſgreſ- 
fions * What if among you be found ſwearers, cur- 
ſers, adulrerers, drunkards, haters of Gods wayes, 
ſcerners of his Children , and his Ordinances, men 


who goe in your finfull wayes, and reſolve to 
cgc 
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you,and to reckon with you ! 

Arc you come to Faſt, and Pray before the Lord ? 
Doe you come to ſtand berwixt God and the Na- 
tion, when you wollow in ſuch wayes as GODS 
ſoule abhorres - Doc yeu ſuch things as are Re- 
bellion againſt God, and pull downe his vengeance 
on us * Doe yow call this an acceptable Day : 
Doe yow thinke the Lord will accept of any ſervice 
at your hands * Be aſhamed, and confounded , and 
neverriſeup till God have broken your hearts, and 
ſpoken peace to you in the blood of Chrift, Lec 
deepe humbling thoughts for theſe things, bee now 
ro your ſoules as thoſe bitter Hearbs wherewith 
the 1ſraclites of old did cat the Paſſeover, Bur it 
you make nothing of all this, bat will goe on care- 
leflely, and walke contrary to GOD, GOD 
will walke contrary to you, the LORD will 
net be with you, This is the firſt uſe for Hamilia- 
Hon, 

Secondly, I adde bnt another of Exhortation, 2 #/* 9 
and I have done: ( Ibeſeech you pardon the Liber- #** /** 
tie, which your call gives mee ; I were unworthy 
ever to ſpeake more , if I ſhould not now ſpeake Exhorr- 
freely. ) You ftand all this day before the Lord, tion cen- 
and have beene exerciſed in the Duties of Faſt- —_ wp 
ing, and Prayer : 1 beſcech you tell me in Gods y;anch es, 
preſence ( or rather anſwer God in your owne 

-" F 3 hearts) 
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2 V'/c of hearts ) what wa: the thing you propounded to 
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your ſelves © was it to keep 2 day t r Formality 2 
becauſe ir is now a received thing in England, inthe 
beginning of a Pa: liament to keep 4 Fiſt 5 Or was 
ir,thar by banging che head as « Bulrnſht rad y, you 
might eypiatc your finnes with God , and takea new 
Ticket to finne againe * As it was ſaid of Lewes rhe 
eleventh, that he would «:fſe his Crucfix when hee 
had done evi!l, ad then God and be were friends, 
and hz might goe 9n im h's 01d way againe. If it bee 
jo, cxpecta {ad re: koning for this dayes work: you 
ceale with a Lud that will not be mocked by the 
orectelt of yuu. | 

Y--u ſhall read in Ezek, 14. divers of the Elders 
eameteihe Prophet ro anquire of Gol, Theſe men, 
{aitn God, have ſet up therr Idels im their hearts, and 
they come to enquire of mee : Tell chem I will n- 
{wer them with. witnefſ-, 1 w'll ſet my face again#t 
them. and make them 4 \.gne, and a Proverb, ' So 1 {ay 
from Goc tothe gre.iteſt of you, wh» bro'+ght your 
finnes inthe morning, and purpoſero returne tothem 
inthe evening, an-! keepe fach aſolemne d y onely 
for a form:{ity, nd there an end, God will reckon with 
you t0T 1t, 

Bur if you defire indeed to meet God , and to bee 
with God.th t God may be with you, then w.igh whit 
I ſh.Il tay tro-u he Lord, and if it appeare to be his 
will,then' as you were taught inthe morning ) draw 
itupintoa Covenant , Covena!it betwixt Gud and 
your {oules,come,and receive the Sacrament upon ir, 
and lie ar Gods feet to obrain grace t.-»r pertormance. 
My <exhiortation ſhall bee an{werable to the three 
branches of the Doctrine, 
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[1 (t, reſo!ye every one of you for his owne pirt 1 Ye of 
toturneto God, tocaſt out all your abominations, the ſe- 
never 0 t:1ntony of your wicked wayes from this”: 
day forward, Ir may bethis motion ſeemes harſh, © 
and w'll not e2filv down: ( becauſe in our wretched 7 T- 
ayes, as the Twrks ſe to account all Foolesto bee 54. 0h 
Saints {omen with :'s 3ccovnt all $1inrs to be tools.) an holy 
But rhis muſt be done ., n*cefſ+: y things fall nor under Peels: 
celiberation, To ive rn hell you would not: tolive 
with God you cannot : hard it will be ro be dainned ; 
impoſitible 1t will to bre fived,, unleiſe with full 
puipole of neart you t: ;fsto God, ard beciime new 
cre tires. T muſt ſay to you as the Pr nce of Oranze 
{:4d ro his ſouldiersat the barrel} of Newport , when 
they had the Sea On the one tide, and the Spaniards on 
the other : It (ſath he ) you w/1] hive, you m:ſt either 
cat up thele Spartards,or drink iþÞ this Sa, So mult 
you,cither conq er your liufts,eu vpthe Sp wmiards, or 
drink vp the Sea,rhe devouring Gulie of Gods writh 
and none of you know how ſoon this t:me may corae, 
that will \e, mill ye, ye muſt be bronght nec to God, 
who 15 a dewvoerring fire , weterly to conſume you, if 
you be Straw and S:ubile, ortoglorite you it you vc 
Gold, 

The Pagan King of Nineve ſaw this, that without 
tnr ing every man from the wickedneſſe that was in his 
owne haxds , there could nor be hope of eſcaping the - 
wrath of God. And therefore you who ate Chri- 
ſt n+ cnnot exp«.& that God ſhould be with you in 
anything that yon rake in hand : till this bee doae, 
God w 11 not only loch you, but the works of your 2 Be with 
ha- ds alſo. IT 
_ Secondly, this done , be with -Ged in matrers - Reliey n 
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2 Fc of Religion : my meagng plainly is this : bee 

re {e- Furft, ſuch as cleave to the purity of his worſhip 

cond inyour own pradice. 

pe And then in your great Counſe#, bee yee purgers 

Haz.2. and preſervers of our Religion. Looke throughly 

14,0286 what isamiſſe , and pluck up every plnt chat God 
hath not planted , throw to the Moales and to the 
Bats, every rag that hath not Gods ftamp and name 
vpon it, That it may be ſaid of this Parliament in 
matrer of Religion, as it is ſaid of Ioſtah, There was ne- 
ver any like hin before him, nor any after him : So there 
was never any Parliament betore this, nor never any 
afrer ic, that followed the Lord with all their heart , and 
all their ſoule, and all their might, according to all. the 
will of God. 

Mccives Andto provoke you, give me leave to give you 1 

-1-ev7t9 briefe view of the hedge that God hath made about 

4 the ſecond Cemmandement. The intent of thar 

-»mman- Commandement is, that Gods people ſhould worſhip 

£13 him with his own worſhip , and his own Ordinances, 
and never dare to tender to him the devices and tra- 
ditions of men for a homage. Now the Lord know- 
ing the itch, and proneneſlc in men ro be tampering 
in the worſhip of God , to ſet their threſholds by his 
threfhold, hath ſer ſuch a hedge abour ir, that if a man 
did confider it ſerioufly*, hee could not bur admire 
that ever mortall man ſhonld dare in the matter of 
Gods worſhip, to meddle any jot further than the 
Lord himſelfe hath commanded : it ſtanding like the 
Cherubims, and the flaming Sword, which turned 

Gen.1 24, every way ro keep the way of the Tree of Life. 

Firſt , hee is 4 jealows God, as if he ſhould ſay , the 
matter of my worſhip is to me as the Mattiage bed ; 
an 
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and I am a Hw-band calily provoked to jealouſir, 2 
which i * the rave of a man, and will accept coranſions;. 
Secondly , all ſuch arc ſaid ro hate God, 1 nt 
{it the ſins of them that hate me. They all _—_ 
that they are lovers of him, They that made men 
Kill the Calves, yet would have them ſweare Fehos 
wah liyeth. Ferotoam pr. rended norhing but reſpect 
tro God, aud to Goas peopte , when he ſet up his 
Calces: lo thele men preteuJ reverence and venera- 
tion to Gods Ordinances * but Goa protefts that all 
hate him, which may appeare by the odious names 
he gives to their finne, calling 1t ſometimes Re- 
bellion, as being a denying his Soveraignty, Toſh, 22. 
16, 22+ SOmetimes Apoſtajie, lerem. 2. 13s Som- 
tines Adultery the moſt unpardonadlc line betwixt 
man and _ Fe. 16. And flometimes Blaſphemy, 

Iſs. 65.7 

CiTir: { y,ir 15 a finne that hath vengeance, and pu- 
niſhment i tailed upon it to the third aud fourth 2t- 
zerations The lens lay ro this day , thai there was 
never any calamity betided th; ir Nation, fince therr 
coming out of A.gypt,/ut there was an ounce of the 
Golden: Calle zn it, It isa tinnedthar G OD tails not 
to viſit upon Children, nnto the third ant fourth Gente 
ration. 

But now on the other f1-c, Gor wr! ſhew mercre to 
trauſands of them that love him _ 4-0 hon his Cemmai:- 
dements, How is thit? Ti: od tnerprets them to 
love bim that purely w ori, im. As amanwho 
finds his wife faichfull in w ra«criige bed, judgerh 
that ſhe loves | im and rhut her hroarc is one K 1th 
his what ever other intirmities thee may have. 


Yea, they are inrerpreted to keepall his Comman- 
( Gaementss 


41 


. em 


V ſe of the 


'TOV. Oo?4s 


% 
- 


= 


TT 


/4/ 


je: ond F9int. 


———— 
—— 


2 Vſe of the 
- cond pornts 


* Bewith Ged 
zn every cauſc 


ot God. 


Motifs REC 
to 


A Sermon preached at a Faſt 


— 


Ge _ 


dements. God will truſt them for all his Comman- 
dements, whom he finds faithfull in his worſhip: 
Yeato a thouſard Generatinr ; he will femember 
chem which is longer than this wicked world ſhall 
tand. The kindnetle and faithfulncfls of them that 
maintaln and preſerve the pure Religion and worſhip 
»t God, ſhall ever be in the fight of God for them 
41d their poſterity. 

Oh! let me helpe your reckoning in the day of 
the Lord, intreating you for the Ch:/drens ſale of yo 
owe {0Hy 10 lay what I have ſaid to heart, that you 
m2ywproviae that the Ordinances of Gol be neit\er 
raken away,tor defiled, that God may be purely war- 
ſhiped in his owne way tor time ro come. And that 
by a Generation of men, who ſeet oxely to 2lo7y inn our 
feſb ; we be not jugled out of our Religion, nor muſ- 
led in ſich a way of ſervice , as that Gods foule ſhould 
take no pleaſure 19 us. 

Thirdly and laſtly, ( which 15 the comprehen- 
on of all the reſt) See oz Gods ſide, ingage your 
ſelves in every canſe which is Gods : own what God 
owns. As Chriit ſaid, Yew (bal ot have mee alway, 
that is, 1n my perſon, but the prore you ſha have alw 1+. 
2nd when you will, you may doe good to them. Sc 
I \xv,you have not Chriſt with you in his perſon; bur 
you alwaycs have his Cauſehis Truths Ordinances. 
h:s Day, bis Aſtarſters, his Children , the Teavres of 
the aftlifted ; a/ cauſes of ruftice and Righteouſneſle, 
theſe are Gods Cauſer, G OD would h:ve all his 
frienas zealous for him, and eppeare for him, his 
(Church,and his Cauſe. And ts inflame your hearts 
to rhis, be plealcd to conſider theſe fery 7ncourage- 
ments, | 


Firſt, 
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Firlt, God hath deſerved it at your hands , that 2 Y/c of the 

ou would appeare for Him , Hee hath appeared /e--74 poine. 
.or you when none could : His Soure Jeſws Chit ANG 
gave his owne ſoule a ranſome for your ſinnes , or dclerved it ar 
elſe you had periſhed in Hell for ever: Hee hath 1% b-nds. 
made you the Head, rather than the Tale: He hath 
heaped upon you Honour, Wealth, and Friends; and 
you c2n give no Other reaſon why you are not more 
miſerab'e then the pooreſt Vagrant, that wants both 
houſe and home , but onely this, that G O D hath 
beer 04 your ſide. Noth not be then deſerve to bee 
owned > They ſay, Love tis loves Lealftone, and loves 
whet(lone. 

Secondly, GODS Caznſe, his Church, and Ch;!- : © ods cauſe 
dren, have few Friends, and many Enemies, and any - 1; 
thoſe Enemies no Babies , but Prizcipalities and friends. | 
Powers, Cruel! , Cunning, Mihicious, and unwea- 
ritable : And morc now than ever. Satan knowes 
his time is ſhort, hee ſtirs up all his inftrumenrs, 
asif one ſpirit poſleſt rhem all. And is it not a ſhame, 
that the Lords friends ſhould be more backward 
in his cauſe, than the Vaſfl:ls of Stan arc in their 
Maſters ? 

I adde thirdly, the Lord, to puniſn the Pride, 5 $69 at's, 
Sleath, Hypocriſie, and Formalitie of his people, :11s Church, 
hath of late ſuffered the enemies of the Church to permirerd the 
prevaile exccedirng farre. The face of Chr:ifendome roar vi 
this day ſo miſerably rent with Varres, Sedition, © © 
Hercſies, and Schiſmes, 1s a moſt ruthſull ſpe&a- 
cle. Who can looke upon pore Germany, and 
nor cyen be compelled to weepe over the Booke 
of ihe Lamentations againe? And G OD knowes 
whoſe Lot is next : Little quiet 1 feare is to bee 
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expected in Chri/te,dome, rill the Beaſt his Kingdom 
be ruined. 

Now wee know thit the Lord accounts that 
the molt ſca{fonable time for his friends ro owne his 
caule, when the enemics are molt violent 39310 
it : then God ſaith , who is 02 my ſide, who +» When 
_ preſiures of the Church are greatelt , th 

;pportunities of appzaring for the LOR D 
—_ le.:ſfonable, and great are their Rew ard 
who then ſtick to him. Evcrie one would glad 
embrace a glor:hed C HR IST: but when th 
whole Cou cell ſhall rcje&t him, then, with Nis 
coddem to plcad for him, this i hononrable. VWhen 

hanging upcn the C rofſe , his Diſciples runre a- 
way from him, then with 7oſep? of Arimathea bold- 
ly before Pz/ate to ſhow love to him, this is aCccept- 
2b!e. 

\\hon the 7eres had an cxalted orderar , then 
the pcople Of the Land would twwe 7ewes, The 
$S G14; (118828 WC uid helpe to build the Temple, wicn 
the Pe//74p Emoerour is a Friend to the Charch: 
But our Lord fatth, Let me have the man that 
will nor /e aſhamed of mee belure a froward and a- 
culterous Generarion, Maike, he doth not fay 
gracious Generation ( then no man will be aſha» 
med ot him } but in an adalter5rs, and fronard Gente 
YAat10n, 

Fourthly, yhen you frike in on the LORDS 
fide , on his Ch urckes file, on his I 2uſcs fide , 
you ſhall not onely ſtrike in with the beſt fide, 
wih the bcft Cauic, bur with the molt prevat- 
ling; with thet fide which muſt and ſhall! have 
the victorie at the lopg runne» Ir would make a 

mzn 
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nin never tO be afraid to be ingaged 11] a quarrel! 
where hee is fure of the vidorie. fac Bark 
wherein Chi , his Church, and Cauſ? arc, may 
bee toflid, but can never bee drowned. Poyulus 
Romeus ſpe þ- 410 Vitius, Aun/uam tells, The 
Romanes lot many Battceis, bu it they w ere Nev. r OVer- 
Come 11, 2 {ct VVarre > * At t {= 100g runne they cruth. 
ed ail their enemies, So all the enemies thac ſeeme 
tr00 hard for Choritts Cauſe, and his Church , muſt 
».11 hs He muit rulc, 8:4 a7 hs eaemies be mane his 
ontifo tl 
lt 7 achary the t2+there 2rc oure or five admi- 
rable exoreffieus. ibe Church is compared to 2 
Freayth of Fire in the midſt of a Wood. Like a Torch 
6/ Firetn the micitk of a Sheaſe, VVhetiier rhe #0 A 
or the Fire, the Torch or the Sheafe will have the 
vicorie judge ye. In veric ine ſecong, the 1s compa- 
red toa Cup of Poſun, that will end them who think 
to devoure it, Toan heavi ic Stone, that will ret urn 
upon th ole to their ruine, iy rnO en Jeavour to "_ 
it away. So ſhall it be wit! all Nations th; foe 
2gainſt the Chureh and cauſe of Chrilt ; Andif *7 y 
man ſhoveld h:ppen ro ! ie his life - y" fo Lords 
quarrel!, as the Angel fatd to Danret, / ſtare 
up in ba bit : He hall riſe v7. anc fo'lon C1 IR1s TI, 
cloathed with gloric. Rewelations the niterecnthy 
the Armies in Heaven, that followed CER 
triumphant Chariot, vere frca 2S were et, 


and faithfull, and i e1 nt ive 108 10 the atath, ; 


Would nor this more any manty ze on GODS 
b. 
{1de ? 
Lafily Lorn POUTes, and b loved inthe Lord ) tet 
theconfiderariun o: yo.1r great place, and Office that 
Gr 2 God 
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God Almighty hath called you to raiſe up your fpi- 
rirs to endeavour great things for the L OR D. For 
my part, I am too weak to fathOme in my thoughts, 
whar the great worx IS to which you are called ro- 
gether by God. You ar2 met to leek the guod of 
the Land, the good of the Church, a greater charge 
tan the ſalvation oft your owne' foules, 15 put into 
your hands. It may be not onely our welfare, and 
peace, and Religion: but even rhe weltare of all 
Chriſteadome, under God, depcnds upon your meet- 
ing. That God that might have left you ( as I (aid) 
to be hewers of Wood, and drawers of Water, hath 
called you to bee Repairers of all our breaches ; and 
the Prayers, and bleſſings of all G O D S people 
arc upon you. Theeyes of all rhe Nation, next un- 
der GOD, and our gracious Sovereign, are fixed up- 
ON YOu. 

Oh what a mighty tye doth this put upon the foul 
of every one of you , to lay aſide ail bufineſle, and 
pleaſures, and luſts, and ends of his owne, and folely 
to ftnJy how to advance Chrifts cavſc, and appeare 
where Chrift would have him appeare. Your work 
1s great, Our evils are many : but be not difcuuraged, 
onely remember, thit Col xs with youwhile 1 ou are nith 
him, As it 1510 Zac! a. ho art thou, O great Mcun- 
taine? before my ſervant Lorobabel, thou ſhalt become 
a plain, If God be with Zorebabel, Mou tains ſhall 
become Plaines before him. God can make rhoſe 
thiogs, that you apprehending as H14/4's and Mont 
ftcrs would tremble rothink oh, to tall before you as 
the leaves of a tree. 

There is a notable ſtory of Luther , when hee firſt 


came out againſt the Pope, Alerts Crautius (4 
Biſhop 
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Biſhop that liked weil his proje&, bur thouzbr 1x 
impotſible to bring it t9 paſle ) wrote to Lu: her, 
Frater, Frater ab: in cell-wn, oy dic, Afiſe-ere me; Dewr, 
Fryer, Fryer, 70 to thy Cloyltcr, and fay, Lord 
ve mei cre up7n wee, this worke 15 too hard fn; 
thee; yer Ever winught wonders. One Luther 
wil doe gre? thincs, if God be with himes ©, 
Parliament may doc great things, if Gd bee wit! 
them. 

Reſoive upon i thi: day to bee tor Ge = nk; 
this another ble cled feventeenth of Novern! Bu: 
it chrough ſeare, treacherie, cowardile , p! ICC » « 
{loath, yc u withdraw your ſelves from Gods wo! 
Deli erance [hill come to Gods people another w 1y- 
and you tor your part ſha!l not onely loſe your ſhare 
1n the comfort x ; but you ſhall bring all the guilt, and 
fioncs tliat the Natior: groancs un der, ro and upon 
your Owne ſcorne be fore God. Yea, ( you will think 
Ic is agreat word ; ; but [ {peake it not raſhly ) it may 
be morc guilty, th an the veric Authors of our miſ- 
chiefcs, who | navc beene firme to their 0'yNe Prit® 
ciples, in the bringing of then in :and vou CONtTan 
rie to your light and office ie further Tem, 1 * you 
not withſtand them. As te who tolicited at Ernpes 
rour tor a pardon {or one that had killed two men, 
2nd recelved l of ent all UPO! that  YeryY realon. rib tic 
Delinquent had ryicc 1unbrued ty hangs 1 bigod; 

epiycd to tine Sm! er our: Nay. you killed the {-- 
cond; for it nee Þ F Ye1 cut off fortine firſt, !.ce 
had never Lilled thc Other. So abundance C Fouls 
committed by private men, 2r enot the finnes of rhe 
Rulers and Prt:.c:s at the firit , but may afrerward, 
throvgh their cunnivence or want of zcale, be truly 

reckoned 
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road point. ſhou! bring ſo great a burden upon your own fouls 
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and con [cience: . Vp andle doing, and the Lo Le with 
401 12 15 caule. 
Now although your wiſdom» b<ft know what is 
2 be done, 2nd it may ſcem ur, fi to preſcribe ſuch a 
College of Phyſicians a way of a Cure: Y ct Sive Me 
le ave onely to proppund one thin (even the ſame 
which was preſt ts the forenoone ) which I ſuppoſe 
w _n_ _= rove a Catholick rem ty tor all our evils, and 


the greateſt meas for the Iengthning our of our tran- 
quif! [121C, 218 he! 2aling of all ow diſtempers ? that 
Is, the promoting , cltavlithing , and mainteining a 


Fair's fi Il, _ F painſull, prexching Miniſtery: that 
every Cs me m2y havea Can2le, that every Flock 
may have 2 tairhfull Shepheard to guide them. This 
iS the thing 7 "ou'd propound to you, This was the 
courle Feboſhiphit took, who ſent Princes & Lewites, 
why teugh: i; Judah, and weat about through all the 
Cities aud taught the prople. 

Bletſed be God for the light that ſhines among us, 
Yet I muſt te!l you that of nine or ten thouſand Pa- 
riches, which they ſay arc in Exglazd, 1 beleeve thee 
are many thouſands , which theſe eighty ycers have 
rot had mh © bixung to enjoy { at the leſt any long 
time) a feried, fait bfull, vre2Ching Miniſter y. Sotha 7 
I bclceve (: ind [ ſpeak loww hat fro | eXpcricnce)that 
many th: ufznd: , if nor thoutsnis of thouſands, know 
not their right hand from the )efr, in the very princi- 
ples of the Doarine of Chriſt. W hat ever be the 
canſce, whether it be that our bak and Cnrſttutt- 
ons are detective © whether the negligence or — 


tion of our Governours; wketh.cr the want of a 
preaching 


p "Of __, 
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preaching maintenance , or whether all theſe bee the 2 ”* cf 
faulr : Ceriaine it is, there hath beene hicherio a HENS 
Tix«7%;2r, ſomewhat which hath hindered the ſprea- a 
ding of it- | 

And ir is worth your moſt diligent er quiry, whe- 
ther the neglect cf this hath nor becne one main cauſe 
of the i] ſuccefle ut ſo many former Parliamrents.Could 
you provide mercifully for pzrple in this, you would 
make all ſafe, 2nd Emgl/and would thanke you as long 
aS it i« Fngland. 

To incite you, bee pleaſed to confider but theſe 
twothings., 

Firſt, we deſerve no further the nzme ofa Chriſti- 
an Nation than this 1s done, nor any further than this 
is advanced. This is the Scepter whereby Chriſt rules: 
Thedwelling of his Word with a people, is the grea- 
teſt provfe of their owning him for their Prince, and 
his acknowledging them for his owne $#bjeds. I> any 
Country elteemed a part ofa Princes Dominic n, char 
is not ruled by his Lawes? Neither can any lard be ac- 
counted Chriſts Kingdeme,, where the preaching of 
the Word, which is the Rod of hzs power , isnor eſta« 
bliſhed. And the Lord hath ever eſteemed the hinde- 
rers of his Word, tobe the'men that would not have 
Chriſtrule over them. 

Seccndly , if all the good Lawes in the world 
were made, without ehis, it would come to no- 
thing; order what you can,leaye this undone,you wil 
never dce the thing yov aime at, Magiſtrates and Mi- 
niſters of Juſtice wil not execute them,and people wil 
not ©bey them. The dark places of the Land are ever full 
of the habitations of wickedneſſe, But it Chriſt ſarite the Phlm 17. 


earth with the rod of his mouth , the Wolfe ſhall dwell 7%, 
H 
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with the Lambe,and the Leopard ſhall ye downe with the 
Kid, the Calfe, and the young Lyon, and the fatling toge= . 
ther,and a little childe ſhall leade thews. There ſhall no- 
thing hurr nor deſtroy, where Chriſts Scepter xales ; 
Your Lawes cannot give men new hearts, nornew 
{trengeh;thar is the priviledge of the Lawes of Chriſt. 

The Poers ſpeake of excellent Mufitians; - who by 
the power of their Mulicke made ſtones leape into 
Walis, Beaſts ro be rame , &c. This will doe more, 
this will cake the ſtone out of mens hearts, . this will 
give them a new heart z this will make all the Com- 
mandements eaſe ; there is a kindeof omnipotencie 

in 1c..-1 beſeech you amongſt al your excellent pur- 
poſes for our good, let this bethe firſt, and 
chieteſt ; If this will not do, nothing will: 
If they hear not Moles & the __—_. 
they will nos beleeve thoug 
one riſefrom the 
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